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ence of their own vital powers. As we go
farther and farther back in the series, these
remains vary plainly in their own character.
They give no signs of recurring, stationary
cycles, but of an upward progress, from lower
to higher forms of life and being; or looking
backward, of approach to a first beginning. The
exact limit between palaeozoic and azoic strata
may be imperfectly defined, and need to be
corrected from time to time by further dis-
coveries ; but the general nature of the series
results from a large and wide induction, which
it violates every law of science to reverse
or annul by mere guesses without evidence.
The higher forms of life succeed the lower,
and the highest of all, Man, is the latest also;
while traces even of the lower forms, as we
ascend in time, or descend in geological
position, become faint and low, and seem
ready to disappear. Force is like the lowest
form of life, and the life even of the spawn
or animalcule is a higher kind of force
than indiscriminate attraction and repulsion
alone. Science,* then, here also, when astro-
nomy is compared, points to a succession of
beginnings; first of force alone, without which,
there is no matter, the earliest and lowest gift
of the Creator in our visible world; then life